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CONFIDENTIAL LISBON 5403 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: EAID, PO 

SUB J : RETURN OF EAST TIMOR REFUGEES 

REF: THOMAS-KELLY AUG 9 TELECON 

1 . REF TELECON CONVEYED URGENT GOP REQUEST TO ME FROM AIR FORCE 
CHIEF MORAIS DA SILVA FOR US ASSISTANCE IN TRANSPORTING APPROXI- 
MATELY 263 EAST TIMOR REFUGEES FROM GUAM TO THE AZORES. 

2. SUBSEQUENT TO REF TELECON, WE HAVE LEARNED THAT MORAIS DA 
SILVA'S REQUEST CAME AS RESULT OF DISCUSSION OF MATTER WITH 
PRESIDENT EANES. 

3. GOP IS MAKING MAXIMUM EFFORT TO DEAL WITH PROBLEM USING 
OWN RESOURCES. WITH NATIONAL AIRLINE (TAP) AIRCRAFT FULLY COMIT- 
TED TO SUMMER FREQUENCIES, PORTUGUESE AIR FORCE (PAF) IS PREPAR 
ING TO SEND ITS AVAILABLE 707 TO BALL PAF PROPOSES TO FERRY 

408 REFUGEES, NOW IN BALI, FROM BALI TO GUAM. PAF 707 

CAN CARRY 145 PASSENGERS ON RETURN TO PORTUGAL. GOP REQUESTS 
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AZORES, WHERE PAF DC-6 CAN FERRY THEM TO LISBON. 

4. IN VIEW OF TRAUMA ALREADY SUFFERED BY REFUGEES AND GOP 
FEAR THAT THEY MAY AGAIN BECOME COMPLICATED FACTOR IN THE 
INDONESIAN ABSORBTION OF EAST TIMOR, THE GOP IS UNDERSTANDABLY 
ANXIOUS TO MOVE THEM OUT OF INDONESIA AS RAPIDLY AS POSSIBLE. 

5. RECOMMENDATION: PARTICULARLY IN VIEW OF PRESIDENT EANES'S 
PERSONAL INTEREST IN MATTER, I STRONGLY URGE WE HELP GOP ON 
THIS REQUEST. PAF IS SHORT OF TRAINED 707 CREW AND CANNOT 
PROVIDE REQUIRED AIRLIFT; TAP, IN FINANCIAL 

TROUBLE, WOULD HAVE TO BREAK INTO ITS HEAVY SUMMER SCHEDULE 
TO COME UP WITH AN AIRCRAFT. SUFFERING ALREADY ENDURED BY 
REFUGEES ARGUES FOR SPEEDY ACTION ON HUMITARIAN GROUNDS. 

6. ADDITIONAL FACTOR IS THAT TRANSPORTING REFUGEES TO LAIES 
BASE IN AZORES WITH U.S. ASSISTANCE WOULD UNQUESTIONABLY BE 
RECEIVED MOST FAVORABLY BY OVERWHELMING MAIORITY OF 
PORTUGUESE. USE OF AZORES BASE FOR THIS PURPOSE WOULD 
DEMONSTRATE AGAIN UTILITY OF JOINT PORTUGUESE-USG OPERATION. 
WITH BASE NEGOTIATIONS LOOMING IN NEAR FUTURE, BELIEVE 

THIS IS AN IMPORTANT POINT WHICH SHOULD NOT BE OVERLOOKED. 
CARLUCCI 
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